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THE VIRUS 


My name is Lola, one of the millions of humanoids filed with a 
microchip on the right hand and identified as THX-177. | was one of the 
European survivors from the first wave of the virus known as COVID-19 
two decades ago. This virus was extremely infectious causing an acute 
respiratory syndrome and the fast destruction of the embryonic kidney 
cells. This new type of virus was unpredictable, it killed pretty quick and 
it soread fast around the world. In 2020 it took only a couple of months 
until the pandemic reached the Western World arising first an utter 
massacre in China where the virus was announced to be originated. 
COVID-19 spread as far as it could exterminating mostly the working 
class who could not access health care support in poor as well as in 
rich countries. A lot of people died on different continents leaving 
thousands of piles of human dead bodies mostly not even identified 
neither properly cremated. There were rumors this was kind of a 
biological warfare between the strongest economies. in a time were the 
most imperialistic and destructive nation in power was losing its 
long-term domain. But in the post-truth era, nothing was true and 
everything was possible. Certain was how the virus came to 
established a new momentum in human history were revolution, in the 
Marxist sense, seemed to have found its end. 


With the global pandemic many things started to change fast. 
Society moved from an endless hope of a strong social movement 
based on the organization from workers and vulnerable groups as a 
collective to a limited, scared, anxious and alienated online-subject 
isolated at home. An international reset was about to begin. 


THE SOCIAL SYMPTOMS 


| was 26 at the time and experienced my ever first lockdown at my 
partner's flat. | was an autodidact learner,.a female-identified nerd 
who spent pretty much of her time trying to understand the work 
of a global organism known as what Mark Fisher described as 
Capitalist Realism functioning basically as a Corporate Oligarchy 
placing human beings, the animal kingdom and nature from the top 
to the bottom in a hierarchical cold-blooded order. | stayed months 
indoors going out twice a week only for doing groceries. Due to our 
internet access, | kept in contact virtually with friends*and family. 
There were thousands of hours spent online. As THX-177, | became 
part of the generation that embraced cyberspace and new 
technologies at its maximum. From yoga, Cultural streamings, 
university seminars or work meetings to spirituality courses, online 
dates and erotism. Human life was happening mostly online. 


The first wave of the COVID-19 pandemic brought me to an 
entirely different kind of existence based on reality as surrealism. It 
was like living in two contrasting worlds at the same time. Two or 
more dimensions were the daily basis experience for everyone. On 
one hand, the reality of a dangerous virus spreading fast outside.in 
the social context. On the other, people acting like nothing was 
going on when the alarms were on and the social rules established 
by each nation global wise. These two levels of reality created a 
severe social neurosis. Brains and emotions were confused and the 
mental state of humanity move between fear, anxiety, holiday air 
vibes, depression and a horrendous human passivity only Known 
during the Black Death between 1346 und 1353 or the Spanish flu 
in 1918 both in the European context. 


In the COVID-19 era people could not gather together neither 
could they protest or get organized. A Foucaultian society of 
discipline ruled many nations at the same time. 


Many relevant problems such as global warming or human & animal 
rights were put aside. There was a tremendous civil impotence within a 
strong political, economic and social shift happening fast. People knew 
something big was coming but could not engage in building it up. The 
main decisions were taken by the ruling class. 


Civilians knew that not all nations were choosing what was right and 
good for everyone as a collective society. Many interests were on the 
table and many nations use the COVID-19 momentum to reinforce selfish 
nationalism and a tendency to totalitarian states. 


During endless hours of navigating cyberspace, | remember selecting 
two different paintings at the time trying to understand what exactly was 
going on. | picked the famous Guernica from Pablo Picasso where fascist 
forces destroyed the resistance and the civil force. Even though that 
painting was classified as cubist abstract art it was very clear to see how 
the great Spanish painter portrait authoritarian regimes shooting down 
democratic civil movements with total violence. This was not the picture 
of the COVID-19 era, | kept on telling myself after looking at the Guernica 
picture in a meditative state. Trying to find a more accurate portrait of 
the new era | found an image that represents precisely that new shift. 
That image was not a painting done by a human hand with no digital 
technology involved but a digital picture by an anonymous author where 
you could see a compilation of numerous screens put together. A picture 
of hundreds of fragmented individuals all of them inside of their 
video-chat cubes connected internationally as online avatars. This is the 
Twilight Zone, a cybernetic territory of total individualism. A place in 
cyberspace operating from thousands of private homes. Who is the 
oppressor, the exploiter, the enemy of the people? | realized that in the 
COVID-19 era the enemy became unclear, hidden, nowhere and 
everywhere at the same time. 


THE NEW ORDER 


The new world order developed very fast. It all began with fear, 
uncertainty and a prolonged lockdown. As THX-177, | experienced the 
very first onslaught of total isolation and the physical and mental 
consequences of not being allowed to interact with more people than my 
partner. My collective and social life turned into constant video chatting 
and the strong presence of total social surveillance. | was watched and 
controlled by new technologies which did establish at the time as the new 
Source of absolute human control. Everyone was giving private data to 
big technological corporations without realizing their private and 
fragmented pieces of information were building up the necessary 
algorithms to predict social interaction, needs and_ psychological 
territories. Nation-states use all this data to develop a more sophisticated 
control mechanism based on 24 hours of global surveillance in and 
outdoors, and the social acceptance towards chip implants in the human 
bodies and the pleasant yes to a submissive role in a society of the 


Spectacle. 
THE FUTURE 


It is now 2040, twenty years later after the COVID-19 pandemic. The new 
order was established. During these two decades, | kept operating as 
THX-177 becoming a Cyborg after using different DIY technological 
implants. The chip | had implanted twenty years ago on the right hand 
got cracked after joining the resistance, a suburban collective of hackers 
and nerds who build up illegal platforms for the right to private cyberlife 
and access to technological resources which became only accessible to 
the new fascist ruling class. There are no more schools or universities 
visited. It all happens now online. Every individual became sort of an 
abstract number and is perpetually watched in public and private life. 
Every move, every buying, every sickness, any detail of private data and 
behavior remains known by global nations. The new regime knows 
absolutely everything about you. Private data do not exist anymore. 
Automation took over 80% of human jobs and robots took part in human 
life. They are everywhere. Today is pretty rare to find a human being who 
is not yet a cyborg. Humans and machines are now one. 


There were two directions to which the world moved to after 
COVID-19. The division between nations grew after a selfish scorn 
took by rich economies. The class hierarchy intensified and the 
most vulnerable groups were discharged. The use of medical drugs 
and technological soma pacified most of the population. Collective 
action became almost impossible since we are all watched all the 
time. There are still strong cells of resistance but the access to 
relevant decision-taking reminded solely for corporations. The 
biospheres were imbalanced and with it chaos and hunger 
expanded. The nations that were too slow adapting to a fast 
technological imperium became obsolete. Only those who 
implement fast and sophisticated technologies and reminded 
financially powerful after a fatal recession play a relevant role in the 
new totalitarian Matrix. The positive aspect under all these 
conditions is the use of biotechnology and artificial intelligence 
which developed more ecological outcomes after an animal and 
human Armageddon. Today the future seems outside planet earth 
where we see now a dormant wave of the ruling class moving out to 
another territory where they can build the perfect context for an 
individualistic and parasitic paradise. Humans became the virus per 
excellence. And the new genderless android race began to build up 
the new resistance. 


